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Secrecy Lid Put on Anti-Eavesdrdp 


3^- •_• By Bvans^ Witt 

AModaUd Ptmi ^ ’■ 


*An Inexpensive device designed to • • 
protect prWate: eonvd»atio^^:‘l^ / 
eavesdropping U; bei|ig' kept -.off the * : 
market by the ^government J3^ ^ 

the nation's most secret intelligence 
agency claims: the \imit threatens na- *' 
Uonal security* -<\y . j.. - * ; 

"I cannot imagine liiy^ld^toate 
threat to national security from our 
devices,** said Willfam Ralke, of Mon- 
terey. Calif., in a telephone jtotervlew. 
"Ih fact, it was designed so^: as to not 
threaten naUonal secprity.*'^^ wr . 

The government '^ws issued a se-*. .. 

crecy order against Raike and^ three 
other inventors, ^waimhftg them to ' 

discuss their devfcli^ If they do, ,thcy 
could he subjects prosecution, * 

The secrecy order is the third Uihe 
in two years the National Security 

. V.VN*/^l •* 


^AgeBcy, the government's least-known - 
' spy agency, has moved to stifle a de-’ 
v^opment in the obscure area of de- 


r The secrecy drder prevents the four 
from discussing their device in any 
detail. Aboutrsll .any of them would 


^ri^s i^ich prbt^ conversations and*/, say is that the device would cost less 
’cbmputers'fionr^nvesd^ . ^ than $100 and would easily work wlih ^ 
! A» Is practioi. .the 

ithe government agency in charge ot It could be adapted to work with , 
iecKle*, codhbreaiting and eavesdrops teiephone conversatlona, the Inventors • 
on foreign governments, had no ^ **y- v ‘ * ' vjj( 

j comment on tho latest Incident I The device apparently uses a neW • 

^ , . .. Avriaa*. ' t^h iS techniquo tO’ scramble or encode^ the i 

. irord of the secrecy order, limMo . fVtaf ««* tta«vAae)«.nn«\A«* nvAniei 

i ^ 1 .... TT Q Da'fAwA -fisvaA.jLfsra- tvoiccs,. SO t h at ®n eavesuropjier .would 

hei^ no^ but garble The intended - 
^.^‘u.v redpient of the signal would also 
:lerln Science magazine. have one- o* the devices that would 

Carl Nicolai, Carf ^Quale^ 
ler, all of the SeatUe arei 
;e developed the. device for ^ by 
;ens han<|'and other radios, 

. “We. specifically Invented>j 
nmiiiiiUtarT, nongovemmeiit^;„ 

, tions . lt*S for indlvlduaBlj^i 
• vate use,** Nicolai said. 




.C?make the voice intelUgibler "> 

^ Voice scramblers are currently 
available, but they are ^expensive and 
have not been adapted for use such as 
for i^‘CB radio. •. - 2 -VSftt - i* 

:a- The four inventors applied for a j 
prl- V patent for their, device, a- necessary t 
y r. step in convincing a manufacturer to 
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produce It In March, they received 
the secrecy order. 

Such orders are usually used to pro- 
tect inventions developed under gov- 
ernment contract or by government 
personnel firom foreign intelligence 
agencies. _ * 

But that is not the case for this In- 
vention. 

“I feel very strange ahotxt the law. 
It is extremely strange for It to he 
crime for Inventing somethlng--aom^ 
thing that is totally privately funded 
_that means you lose your freedom 
of speech,- said Nicolai in a telephone 
interview. • ^ 

- , Letters from NBA to the in^ntors 
^ state that the agency is now re\iewtog 
the patent application to sw E the 
original determination that the device 
jeopardized national security was cor- 
rect. . 




